
THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JANUARY 24, 1849

Getting Business.—Tad is of immense importance, and the real key to
success in every kind of employment. 11 is ihe secret by which empirics,
nostrum venders, pill manufacturers, and the whole army of medicine
mongers in New England, and in fact, every where else, secure patronage
for their worse than useless trash. Other kinds of merit have nothing to
do with their pecuniary prosperity. Each and every one of ibis class who
have been successful, have evinced an extraordinary degree of energy of
purpose, which is a quality ihut is always admired, though, in a bad cause,
it may injure a multitude. Wbnt is tact, or the faculty of adapting one's
self to the condition of society, so as to secure the confidence of any part
of the community, but a manifestation of mental activity, superior lo that
in the people lo whom the individual addresses himself?
It is often considered beneath the dignity of a man of educational attain-

ments, to be too communicative, or, in other words, on very familiar terms,
even with those on whom he is constantly dependent for bread. Distance,
in a landscape, may give enchantment lo the view ; bin it is one of the
greatest mistakes imaginable for medical practitioners to keep the people in
awe of them, upon Montezuma's principle that kings should seldom be
seen. A feeling of exclusiveness, which is construed into a contempt of
the ordinary condition of humanity, operates against their influence, as it
does also against the professional usefulness and thrift of a physician to
exhibit no inlerest whatever in his patients and those who would be pa-
trons, beyond the fee he hopes to receive. A wont of tact, growing out of
a false esiimate of his own powers, and a limited knowledge of the value
and claims of the humblest members of society, have destroyed the success
of scores of medical practitioners, who might have had elevated positions,
and accomplished all that they had a right lo expect from the resources of
a liberal and learned profession.

A gracious manner, and habitual kindness at home and abroad, is soon
discovered and appreciated even by children; while coldness, monosyllabic
answers, and a cheerless indifference to others, begets ill will, or absolute
hatred. Thousands of men have gone through life, wondering at their ill
success—conscious of intellectual qualifications ihal are considered the
stepping stones to distinction, when the whole difficulty was in their own

forbidding manners, and not ¡n an ungrateful world as they unfortunately
supposed. One of die frequent means of success in quacks, mountebanks
and patent medicine dealers, is their blandness of deportment towards the
ignorant and illiterate, who constitute the majority, even iu the present ad-
vanced state of society. The most stupid are readily prepossessed towards
those who recognize them in their walks.

Getting business does not depend so much on scientific drilling, as on a

happy address. Very few, comparatively, understand the worth of pro-
fessional acquirement, but all know when ibey are treated with kindness
and sympathy. If those who succeed so admirably in a bad calling, which
we regard the drugging of the ignorant, medicine-taking rabble to be—a
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perfect army of consumers—what success might be expected from educated
practitioners, should they adopt more of that tact which is exhibited in the
other case? A hint may be taken from this exposition of things, that may
be of service in bettering the fortune of some poorly sustained practitioners.

Materia Medica and Pharmacy—Dr. Wood's Introductory Lecture.—
This has been a fruitful season in published introductory lectures at the
different medical institutions of the country. Instead of deploring the cir-
cumstance, or being weary of noticing them individually, it is a source of
satisfaction to witness this diffusion of sentiments on the various subjectswhich the lecturers are supposed lo understand, and to teach which they
have been set apart by responsible boards of trustees. This running medi-
cal literature is the index of the medical mind of the United States. By
its means, future ages will be in possession of some of the best efforts of
the master spirits of the medical institutions now in operation. And by
these messengers, annually sent abroad from the professorial chair, an in-
telligent public is enabled to estimate not only the natural endowments of
the author, but the standing of the college with which he is associated.
The reputation of schools depends upon the collective reputation of their
faculties. A weakness in them, is conclusive evidence of debility in the
whole structure ; and the strength, influence, and commanding positionwhich any of these seminaries of science may possess, is wholly referable
to the moral, medical and scientific acquirements of its teachers. In addi-
tion to literary attainments, however, courteous manners are absolutely anil
positively indispensable. Location, funded property, splendid halls and
rich cabinets, are nothing, when a cold, repulsive, forbidding air in the pro-
fessors demonstrates to the student that he is not recognized beyond the
payment of the stipulated fees.

George B. Wood, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Pharmacy, in
the University of Pennsylvania, is a happy man in all the relations of life.
A kindness of heart is manifested in the very expressions of his counte-
nance. He will always have friends, for it would be difficult for him to
make enemies without doing excessive violence to his nature. He is, loo,
a pattern of industry. Voluminous researches and commentaries on the
materia medica and kindred branches with which bis official life is identi-
fied, wilt carry his name onward to posterity, and cause him to be long
respected as medical authority. Dr. Wood's introductory is not concerning
the University with which be is associated, nor about himself, but is an

interesting sketch of the medical profession In the British Islands. Having
recently returned from an European tour, there is a freshness, vigor and
novelty in his observations upon men and things abroad, which keep the
eye to the page, with an unwillingness to lay the pamphlet aside till it has
been finished. In speaking of early medical matters in England, Dr. W.
says, a chartered power was early given the Royal College of Physicians,
to prevent any one from practising physic within seven miles of London,
who had not the approbation of the college. Dr. Wood proceeds, after
explaining the different grades of practilioners, to show what they do, and
how they arc paid ; and then contrasts the income of an eminent physician
in London, who has no legal claim for services—frequently amounting to
twenty-five thousand dollars a year, with that of an American of equaldistinction at home, who has a legal claim, but yet frequently loses a bill—
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and who under the most favorable circumstances, in the wealthiest cities
of the United Stales, rarely gets more than $10,000 per annum, in ihe
meridian of his popularity- Finally, each and every order of sani-
tary servants, druggists, physicians, surgeons, &c, are described, giving us
a clear insight into their condition, position and social relations,and better
than it haSjbeen given by any transatlantic visiter within our recollection.
Curiosity cannot fail of being gratified, and the understanding profited, by
the knowledge Dr. Wood so agreeably imports.

Dr. Eve's Introductory Lecture.—This discourse was delivered in the
Medical College of Georgia, one of the first schools in the United States
which strenuously sought a prolongation of the lecture term, before the
National Medical Association had a being. A correspondence with refer-
ence lo this point, is introduced into the lecture. Dr. Eve manifests his
gratification that the cold-blooded medical genius of the North finallymade the discovery that this modification was necessary to maintain the
character of the profession, and give stability to the institutions of medi-
cine throughout the country. The lecture is a plain, manly plea for
united effort in behalf of science and humanity. Learn thoroughly, and
then you will be qualified to act efficiently in relieving the sick, is the
leading sentiment. We regard Dr. Eve as one of the strong pillars in
the modern temple of medical science, who exhibits in his own active,
useful life, the true model of an honest, conscientious, industrious teach-
er and practitioner, feeling that there is something lo do in the world be-
sides being perpetually providing for himself.

London Lancet.—Having been requested to notice the American re-

print of the Lancet, by Messrs. Stringer & Townsend, of New York, wo
are justified in saying that the first number of a new volume looks ex-

tremely well. The work also contains, as every one knows, a great amount
of useful matter. But instead of unqualifiedly recommending our medi-
cal brethren lo patronize il, we prefer urging them to cherish our own
periodicals, which need their fostering care. If American Journals of
medicine are obliged to go begging or be discontinued, there can be no
native medical literature, and no advances will be made in respect lo gaih-
ing in the experience of our surgeons and physicians. We advise, there-
fore, all American practitioners who prefer receiving a forciert periodical,
as well as those who do not, to subscribe also for one of native growth,which will not cost so much, yet will have the pith of the European, with
the medical intelligence and medical papers and reports from the highest
professional authorities of their own country. A love for home manufac-
tures, home enterprise, and a desire to promote and enlarge ihe sphere of
medical science in the Union, prompts to these observations.

Homœopathic Researches.—A resolution was adopted at the last annual
session of the Homœopathic Institute, in regard lo tlie employment of
emetics and cathartics, by homœopathic physicians, and Dr. W. E. Payne,of Bath, Me., drew up a report on the subject, which was recommitted to
be condensed for publication. As it now appears in the American Ho-
mœopathic Journal, it is frightfully long, and not likely to be read by one
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in a thousand, however much ihey may be in love with nonentities. Here
is a specimen of Dr. Payne's method of analyzing symptoms, The pa-
tient would probably either die or recover a week before the true homœo-
Vjnthic group is discovered by this process.
" A true homcuopalh would not seek to alter the jdiasis of a single symp-

tom, for by so doing he cripples his ability, and thus defeats the accomplish-
ment of his own purpose. Hi: would, therefore, proceed to the removal of
constipation, in the same way that he would proceed lo the removal of any
other symptom, viz., by transferring to paper every symptom, even the
most minute—give to each a systematic and orderly arrangement—seek
out the feature that distinguished the group from all others, then turn to
his record of drug symptoms, and seek there a group that will corres-

pond, and by virtue of the homeoopathic law—the universal law of kindred
consociation—he will surely see the desired result follow his labor."

On arriving at a conclusion of his tediousness, on the eighteenth column,
he closes wiih the following, which, perhaps, passes in some mental locali-
ties for a beautiful specimen of doubly distilled homeoopathic sageness,
touching orthodox doses of emetics and cathartics.
" As to the doses used, one must be governed in general, by the general

experience of the profession ; and, in particular, by his own individual ob-
servation. If most successful with the mother tinctures, they should be
used by all means : if more successful, however, with the 2000th attenua-
tion, the same liberty should be allowed. The absence of a perceptible
perturbation of the disease, after the administration of a drug* is no evi-
dence of the want of a true resiorative power. The declaration of Holy
Writ may be borne in mind, which is eqally true here, that, God is not in
the wind, nor in the earthquake, nor in the fire, but in the still s-mall voice."

Philadelphia Medical Examiner.—Prof. Huston has retired from the
editorial chair of this work, and gives place to Drs. Francis G. Smith and
David H. Tucker. The work has been conducted, while under his charge,
with much ability, although not always in such a way as to meet the ap-
probation of some of his editorial brethren, with whom bebas not un fre-
quently been at war. He says of his successors, whom we welcome to
the editorial ranks—" They are extensively and favorably known as teach-
ers and authors, and as the editorial labors will be divided, the task to
them individually will be less onerous, whilst the interest of the Journal
will be promoted by the increased attention they will be able to bestow
upon it."

Adulterated Drugs.—Dr. Edwards, by invitation of the Secretary of
the Treasury, has visited the various northern ports, and the results of his
inquiries are to be given to Congress. At New York 14,000 pounds of
rhubarb, 3,500 do. of opium, 7,100 do. jalap, and quantities of gum myrrh,
séneca, spurious cochineal, &c.,have been condemned. These adulterated
drugs are either destroyed or sent out of the country. In Boston there
is an importation of 400,000 pounds of spurious drugs of one article now
under advisement, as to whether it shall be condemned or not ; and this
in addition to a large amount condemned already at this port.

In relation to the Peruvian bark, Brazil has the monopoly of trade in this
article, and it is stated lhat some eight tenths of ihe quinine it contains is
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extracted without changing the appearance of the drug : so with rhubarb
and opium.

Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Cutler, of Pepperell, Mass., of acknowledged
ability, keeps the summer rooms of his insane institution open through the
winter, for the reception of nervous patients.—A writer in the Medica}
Times states that in nearly every mounted regiment in India there are
members of ihe medical profession, who have been compelled to enter the
army as private soldiers.—The Législature of New Hampshire has le-
galized ihe botanic sysieiu of medicine, by granting a charier lo a botanic
medical society, to ils own lasting disgrace.—Kaspail, the French socialist,
is no less a man than the distinguished chemist of that name, who first
figured as a witness in the case of ihe famous Madame Lafarge, the poi-
soner, and has since been well known to ihe scientific world for various
researches in pharrnaceúlic and physiological chemistry.—A young man in
Snlem, according to the Advertiser, drank, by mistake, about half a cup-ful of prussic acid. Noticing that it had a peculiar taste, he asked what it
was. When be found that he had taken a large dose of one of the strong-
est poisons, a strong emetic was administered, and the poor fellow was
restored from the peril of his life, into which he had so carelessly run.
We cannot understand how such a quantity could have been taken and not
produce instant death, when the fact is notorious that a few drops are al-
most instantly fatal.—Quite a number of colored persons have died at a
particular part of Cincinnati, which favors the idea that some miasmatic
influence was the immediate cause of the mortality.—A vexatious quaran-tine has been established at Havana, on vessels arriving from the United
Slates, or coming from a port within 150 miles of where cholera exists.—
In ihe annual school repon of Iowa, for 1848, just published, the Commis-
sioner thus Speaks of the qualifications of some of the medical practitioners
of that State'—" From an estimate made by a committee, appointed tooonfer
with the Board, out of 272 practising physicians in the State, 182 are
without the evidence of qualification. The result in reference lo the legal
profession would doubtless be similar,''—It was understood that the letters
by Dr. Vandell, Jr., of Louisville, Ky., written in Paris, had assumed the
form of a volume—but the copy thai was directed to this Journal has not
been received.—ll is very sickly at Barbadoes.— Scarlet fever exists in an
aggravated form at Lynn, Mass.—The deaths by cholera in New Orleans
January 13lh and 14th, were 40. The disease prevails on board many
of the boats on the western rivers, but has spread but 1 title on land in anyplace bul New Orleans.

To Readersand Correspondents .—'I'lie present volume of the Journal will contain
27 numbers—one more number after Ihe pronom.—The remarks of " Ohrusos " arc inadmissible.
Died —At Clinton. S. C, Dr. Salmon Strong, 54.—At New Richmond, Canada, Dr. Sleldrum.

frozen to death on Hie road leading to Ins house.—Al Cambridge, Mail., A. C. Heritor, M.D.,editor of the New Homoeopathic Quarterly Journal, the first number of which appeared JanuaryInt. He died suddenly, of apoplexy, nl ihe age of 34.

Report of Deaths in Boston —for Ihe «oak ending Jan. 20lh, fi<J._Malo», Î9—females, 40_
Of consumption. It—scarlet fever, !)—lung fever. 3—lyphus fever, 3_rheumatic fever, I_
dropsy, 2—dropsy on the brain, It—old age, 1—diarrhoea, I—loclhing, 2—inflammation of the
lungs, 1—Infantile, 5—measles, 2—erysipelas, 3—child-lied, 1_mfluonia. I—accidental, 1—de-
bility, 2—ulcers, 1—hooping cough, 1—cramp, 1—convulsions, 1—diienie of the brain, 1—apo-plexy, I—marasmus, 1—inflammation of the nnwcli, I—tumor, I,Under 5 years, 31—between A and 20 years fi—betweeu 20 und 40 years, 15—between 40
and 60 yean, 12—over (JO years. 5.
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Fevers in Alabama,.—In a letter dated Nov. 5, 1848, Dr. T. C. Osborne,
speaking of the prevalence of disease in Alabama during the past season,
mentions that on " one plantation in the neighborhood of Erie, two hun-
dred and seveniy-five cases of fever had occurred, of which two were cases
of typhus, twenty-five of typhoid, and the remaining two hundred and
forty-eight cases of remittent and intermittent fever. Only five of the
whole proved fatal. One sank under copious hemorrhnge from the bowels ;
one died without any apparent lesion; and two died in convulsions. The
boy who was carried oil' by hemorrhage, had been for some time convale-
scent from typhoid fever. The girl, in whose case no special lesion was

apparent, presented in her disease all the symptoms of typhus."—Western
Journal of Med. and Surg.

Chloroform in Epileptoid Hysteria.—Dr. Ossieur mentions, in a Belgian
medical journal, that he succeeded in moderating the attacks of epileptoid
hysteria in a young lady, by the internal administration of chloroform.
He had in vain tried assafcetida, the lactuca saliva, and opiates, when ho
prescribed ten drops of chloroform to four ounces of mistura acacias, a table-
spoonful to he taken every half hour. The patient fell into a sound sleep
before the mixture was exhausted, and was calm and composed on awaking,without experiencing any of the usual unpleasant sequels of opiates. The
next attack was much shorter than those which had preceded it; and
when, some time afterwards, another titlac.k came on, no chloroform being
given, in order to make a comparative experiment, it proved a very intense
fit, and lasted thirty hours.

As these fits evidently depended on the absence of the catamenia, the
young lady being sixteen years of age, and having no sign of them, the
piliihe aloes et ferri, and mustard foot-baths, were ordered along with ihe
chloroform. Menstruation soon after appeared, and all the other symptoms
vanished.—Foreign Extracts in Land. Lancet.

Sale of Practices in France.—Upon the proposition of Dr. Chassaignac,
a debate arose in one of the meetings of the association of medical men in
Paris, concerning the necessity of interference, on the part of the associa-
tion, to prevent practices being sold, as is now the custom. It was clearly
shown, by the reporter of the committee appointed on the subject, that the
transaction, when carried on with fairness and honor, conferred advantages
upon the vender, the buyer, and the patients ; and it was resolved to allow
matters to go on as heretofore. One fact transpired during the discussion,
which our readers will hear with surprise—viz., that a court of justice, be-
fore which a complaint of false pretence and unfair dealing was brought in
a contract of this description, declared itself incompetent in the matter, as
a practice is not a tangible thing which can actually be sold !—lb.

New Medical, Books in Ltmdon.—A Hand-Book of Physiology. By
William Senhouse Ki'rkes, M.D., assisted by Jos. Pagel, Esq.—Observa-
tions upon the Asiatic, or Malignant Cholera. By W. M. Fairbroiher.—
On Functional Diseases of the Liver, associated with Uterine Derange-
ment, ¡Sé. By Butler Lone, M.D., M.R.C.S.E—-Advice to Smokers, By
a Medical Practitioner.
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